
InterAmerican University of Puerto Rico 
Metropolitan Campus 

Department of Modern Languages 
Syllabus 

 
 

Course Title:        English as a Second Language 1: Oral Communication 
 
Course Code:        GEEN 1101 
Credits:                  Three (3) 
Term:                     2022-10 (August-December 2022) 
Professor:             Professor Lydia Rivera Burgos 
Office Hours:        Tuesdays /Thursday 11:00-12:00 (6th floor) 
Office Telephone:  787-250-1912 ext.2178  
Email:                     lydiarivera@intermetro.edu 
 
Course Description 
Development of English as a second language auditory and oral 
communication skills. Practice of formal and informal speech in everyday 
social and professional situations at local, national, and global settings. 
Discussions of fundamental aspects of the oral communication process. 
Reading and writing of simple texts and structures. Development of basic 
English vocabulary and grammatical structures. Requires additional time in an 
open virtual laboratory. Required course. 
 
Course Goals, Competencies, and Competency Areas 
Goal I: Develop a humanistic and sensitive person capable of contributing to 
the solution of problems through a collaborative attitude, using research and 
critical, creative and innovative thought in an international context. 
 
Competence #1: Demonstrate a critical, creative, scientific, humanistic, 
aesthetic, and ethical attitude toward problem solving, based on research, 
information sources and technological advancements.  
 
Competence #2: Demonstrate willingness and ability to participate in 
collaborative work and negotiation. 
 
Areas of Compentencies 

 Critical thought 

 Creative thought 

 Problem solving 

 Research 

 Information management 

 Aesthetic value 

 Ethical awareness 
 
Goal II: Develop a person with communicative competency in English and 
Spanish, with native-language mastery of one of the two languages. 
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Competence #3: Demonstrate competency in oral and written 
communication, with a greater level of mastery in the first language. 
 
Area of competency 

 Communicative competence in Spanish and English 
 
Goal III: Develop a person who values diversity, appreciates multicultural 
differences, is aware of self-social, ethical, civic, and environmental 
responsibility, and is capable of demonstrating leadership within a democratic 
context. 
 
Competence #4: Demonstrate leadership qualities, appreciation of other 
cultures, and respect and valuation of diversity. 
 
Areas of competencies 

 Leadership 

 Ethical, civic, and environmental awareness 

 Appreciation toward other cultures 

 Value diversity 
 
IV. Objectives 
It is expected that upon completing the course, the student should be able to: 
 

1. Demonstrate comprehension of information from a variety of listening 
activities and written texts.  

2. Produce accurate basic oral structures. 
3. Use conversation management skills adequately to produce simple 

conversations in multiple settings. 
4. Discuss social, academic, and professional topics using appropriate 

basic language. 
5. Use simple research techniques to prepare appropriate oral and written 

presentations.  
6. Deliver effective oral presentations supported by available 

technological advances. 
7. Write simple sentence structures correctly. 
8. Value the significance of oral communication in English within a 

worldwide perspective. 
 
V. Content 
 

A. Fundamentals of Oral Communication 
1. Nonverbal communication among cultures 
2. Voice and diction 
3. Posture and body language 
4. Group dynamics 
5. Communication ethics 

 
 
 
 



B. Listening skills 
1. Main and supporting ideas 
2. Information management and usage 
3. Development of original ideas 

 
C. Vocabulary and Language Structures in Personal Life 

1. Introductions 
2. Greetings and leave-takings 
3. Expressions of feelings and emotions 
4. Personal information 
5. Local, national, and international time 

a. Local, national, and international weather 
b. Daily routines 

D. Vocabulary and Language Structures in Traveling 
1. Countries, their languages, and nationalities 
2. General locations and landmarks 
3. Asking for and giving directions 
4. Local and international traditions, customs, and religions 
5. Feelings and emotions among cultures 
6. Applying for a passport or a visa 
7. Buying a ticket 
8. Experiencing touristic sites 
9. Using mass transportation 

E. Vocabulary and Language Structures for Entertainment 
1. Local, national, and international events and activities 
2. National and international venues 
3. Food 
4. Arts 
5. Clothing 
6. Colors and textures 

F. Academic and Professional Vocabulary and Language Structures 
1. Academic and  professional goals 
2. Jobs and occupations 
3. Telephone skills and etiquette 
4. Schedules, appointments, reservations, cancellations, and 

rescheduling 
5. Invitations: making, accepting, and declining 
6. Basics of a resume 

G. Reading Skills 
1. Use prior knowledge 
2. Demonstrate comprehension 
3. Identify the main ideas 
4. Identify supporting details 

H. Writing 
1. Elements of a sentence 
2. Basic sentence patterns 
3. Sentences according to purpose and structure 
4. Subject-verb agreement 
5. Parts of speech 

 



 
 
 

I. Integration of Technology along the Course Development 
1. Common web engines 
2. Reliable Internet sources 
3. Computer as a writing and research tool 
4. Internet browsers 
5. Virtual lab modules to complement course content 
6. Virtual library resource 

 
VI. Learning Activities 

1. Auditory comprehension/discrimination activities 
2. Viewings of documentaries, videos, and films 
3. Use of graphic organizers 
4. Preparation and delivery of oral presentations 
5. Participation in role playing, pair work, interviews, and dialogue 

activities 
6. Participation in group discussions 
7. Preparation and participation in debates 
8. Readings of short passages 
9. Production of simple/basic written structures 
10. Application of simple traditional and Internet research strategies for 

individual, pair or group work 
11. Integration of Student’s Life Experiences  

 
VII. Evaluation 
 

 

Criteria  
 

Points % of Final Grade 

Midterm Test 
 

100 25 

Quizzes, 
Assignments, Virtual 
lab 

 

100 25 

Oral Activities: oral 
activities, role 
playing, dialogues 

 

100 25 

Final Test 
 

100 25 

Totals 400 100% 

 
 
 
 
 
 



VIII. Special Notes 
A. Auxiliary services or special needs 

Any student who requires auxiliary services or special assistance 
should request it when courses begin or as soon as the student 
becomes aware that the services are needed. Students should contact 
Dr. Maria de los Angeles Cabello at extension 2306. Her office is 
located on the 4th floor in the Science and Technology Division. 
 

B. Honesty, fraud, and plagiarism 
Dishonesty, fraud, and plagiarism committed by a student constitutes a 
major violation of the General Student Regulations and can result in 
sanctions ranging from a written reprimand to suspension for a 
predetermined period of a year or more or permanent expulsion from 
the university, among other sanctions. 
 

C. Use of electronic devices 
Cellular telephones and any other electronic device that could interrupt 
the teaching-learning process or disrupt a milieu favorable for the 
academic excellence will be deactivated. Critical situations will be dealt 
with in an appropriate manner. The use of electronic devices that 
permit the accessing, storing or sending of data during tests or 
examinations is prohibited. 
 

D. Compliance with the Provisions of Title IX 
The Federal Higher Education Act, as amended, prohibits 
discrimination because of sex in any academic, educational, 
extracurricular and athletic activity or in any other program or function, 
sponsored or controlled by a higher education institution, whether or 
not it is conducted within or outside the property of the institution, if the 
institution receives federal funds.  
 
In harmony with the current federal regulation, in our academic unit an 
Assistant Coordinator of the Title IX has been designated to offer 
assistance and orientation in relation to any alleged incident 
constituting discrimination because of sex or gender, sexual 
harassment or sexual aggression. The Assistant Coordinator, Mr. 
George Rivera can be reached by phone at 7897-250-1912 ext.2262, 
2147 or by email at grivera@metro.inter.edu.  
 
The Normative Document titled Norms and Procedures to Deal with 
Alleged Violations of the Provisions of Title IX is the document that 
contains the institutional rules to direct any complaint that appears to 
be this type of allegation. This document is available in the Web site of 
Inter American University of Puerto Rico (www.inter.edu) 
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IX. Educational Resources 
 

A. Textbook 
            Pathways Foundations: 
            Reading, Writing, and Critical Thinking 
            Authors: Laurie Blass and Mari Vargo 
            Second edition: 2018 
 
 

B. Audio Resources 
Power Point Presentations 
You Tube Videos 
 

C. Electronic Resources 
 

           http:/esl.about.com 
            http://www.gl.umbc.edu/-kpokoy1/grammar1.htm 
           http:www.eslcafe.com/search/ 
            http://www.chompchomp.com/ 
            http://www.esl-lab.com 
            http://www.dictionary.com 
 
 
** Cell phones should be on silent mode unless otherwise indicated. 
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